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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Historic American Buildings Survey l
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(3) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street
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B2 DESCRIPTION

“CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK CNE
__EXCELLENT _ DETERIQRATED XX UNALTERED XX ORIGINAL SITE ‘
X coop : __RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE. .
__FAIR o —_UNEXPOSED

bESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

For the architectural descfiption of Washington's Headquarters, see the included informa-
tion taken from HABS Data Sheet VA-696, prepared August, 1972 by project historian,
Wesley Ivan Shank. (see continuation sheet #2)
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The following information on the architecture of Washington's Headquarters is
quoted from HABS Data Form VA-696, prepared August, 1972 by Wesley Ivan Shank,
Project Historian: . :

5. Notes on original plan and construction of bullding: The

bu,nd$ng consists of three rooms in zn ezsi-west line. The

vestern room has two of its three exterior walls of stone con-

struction, aznd its interior wall is of horizontal siding boards .

resembling those used on the exterior of the rest of the building.

-n adultlon, there 1s a verticzl line of joints in the stoneWOﬂk

f the south foundation wall and in the north wall as well,

:nese facts establish the west room as an addltnn.

_ The central portion is of hewn log construction and con-
tzins the fireplzce and the boxed-in Shlp s lzdder giving
access to the attlc- These facts ssam O esbabllsh the center -
portion zs the firs:t portion built. However, there is no line
of vertical 10&”30 in the stoneswork of the south foundation wall,
(?re north foundstior wall is o2low grade).

The north Wall 0f the stone 248dition to the west is not of
stone construction. It iz caversd with the sanme 51dlnw used
‘on the exterior of tha rest of the building and it is not thick
enough to be of stone., Short lengtas of ”loorboards in this

room indicate floorlhg over of =z previous interior ‘means of access
to the cellzr under this room. The present cellar access from
the exterior is, therefore, a change in the original building

- It is the writer's belief that ths stone wall on the north s;dn
of the bullding was removaed when 1t wzs necessary to construct
the cellar access from the exiterior bezcause it was teoodifficult
for the builder to provide a lintel for this cellar access that

would support the ston2 wall azbove By this reazoning, thes north -

wall of the addition is presunsd uC hzve. been of stone,

e assumed to have been zn addition,
15 of construction, because g

bne viay the center room 1s bullt (ss mentioned), and becausepthe
loor level and ceiling level 19 inches and 31 inches lowen

re pectively., Since the roof of the whole bullding is one con-

tinuous gable form, the lower ceiling in thﬂ-east room allows for

wmore headroom in the atitlc above this room. This attic is

finished on the interior and floored. -

nd szdditiecns, with dates znd arch-

Lot

e oﬂnn dﬁbCTprd in conre ction
.L S L-r [ uhr

6. Notes on krown zlizrations 2
itects: The early aad;tlons_ 2
vith the descripnitlon of the ori

f')‘-
[ S
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: . - . A photograph dated at the “end of the nineteenth centu ¥

shows the building with nove7uy siding in place of the presenb
wvooden siding and with z stoop in ;ront of the south enbrnnce.r
In connection with the restoration work planned by the city
in 1908, mention was nadw of removing the weatherboards (1. Ce,
the novelty siding) and replacing them with plank as originally
covered the logs, rﬂnl=c1nc the solld shutters that had pre-
viously been on the w1ndowo, snd removing the old kitchen. The
kitchen was not obvious on the old photovraph' 1t must have
' been on the north or ezst of the building. Mention:is also
made of stone from an old chimney, but 1t is not sz2id if this
was a2 chimmey in the kitchen that was to be removed or if it
~was a part of the bu11dlng presently standing. Two possi-
bilities exist: thnzt the present Llreplace was rebuilt, or
that there was aznother fireplzce, which was removed. If the
-latter be the case, it is p0381b1e that it was located al the
north wall of the suo“_ addition. (Quarles, Homes, p. 138).-
Tt was also mentionsd thzt the Board appointed by the city
to be responsible for the restoration of the building con-
sulted with "historiesl srchitects,” but thelr names zre not
mentioned, and it is assumed that ﬁhelr services were purely
of an informzl and sdvisory nature. (Quarles, Homes, p. 138)
- When the Cluj wzs considering nurchase of the property,
the City Solicitor doudbted if the city coun011 hed the zuthority
“to ourchace proner%g fTor the purpose of praserving a hlsﬁo*lc
.bulldlnb, He stated tnat the city had autho“luv only to holgd
real estate for the “necessary thTlC purposes,’” and he sug-
. gested that the way to get zround this reSLrlctlon would ‘be by
: paking a park at the site, which presumzbly the Cluj d}d have.
: the du.norwa to do. {E"QPlPT Stzx, "A Busy Meeting..."”)

‘Detsiled Df’scrlnciow o’ Vx,erlow

1. Condition of fabric: _Good..

2. Overall dimensions: 1§ feet wicde at the west end) 51 feet

1 % inches at the south side. The south side dimensions are
made up as follows: 14 feet 0 inchzs is the Aen"th of the stone
wall at ths west end of the south wzll:; 18feet O inches is. :
the lengih of the siding of the center portion, from its west
end to the polnb whare the bottom of the siding steps down;
19 feet 1 inch is tne,rength of the easiern part of the siding,
irorn the step mentioned above to the southeast corner of the
building. The divisions of the south wall correspond roughly
1o the lerghs of the three rooms within. .
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'3. Number of bays: Not apnlicable. . B S

4. Stories:
Gn_ plus an attlc above the east

V;'e ;)b rOO"l.

room znd a cellar .under the

5. Layout, shape: Rectgngle.

5. - Foundations; Rubble limestone. Lhere is a verticzl joint
the full height of the foundation walls where ihe fougdatlon of
"the west room joins the rest of the building. Theére 18 no ver-
tical conblnuous 301nt vhere the POundathP of tha east room .
conriects to that of the center room zi the south wall. The com-
sarable connection at the north wall 1is no+ v1sxble oecau“e the

grads 1eval is =2t the ’GOD 0T the Na_..- ST '. T

7o Nﬂ*l corsﬁfuction, Fl;»“h% and color: The.wesﬁ'and south_
walls of the west room a " #idble linsstone with dressed quoing
at the exberlor corners and at thz ezst end of the south stone
wall where it joins the center room TSe remaining exterior

vialls are surfaced in plenks of one in_ ret thickness neiled

to furring strips. The planks run norizontelly end sre shezped

with the upper and lower edges cu% a2t zbout =2 Lb degree angle

in order to make z wazter-tignit horizontal lap joint. The lower
- edges of the planks are beaded. The Dplznks are wvider at the soutn
- all about 12 inches, then a%t ths other itwo walls,,and are

"J'J

e ‘rod a dark browvn color.

hterlor Sldlﬂ? face

8. Sﬁructural system, framing: ince the e

extended out beyond the face of the foundation, and since the
siding vias placed on furrlng stripns, it was possible to lookr up
urider the open lovier edge of this siding znd see the log con-

struction of the wzlls bpneabh. The center pO*ulOH “of »he build-
ng is constructed of hewn logs, and the east room 1s constructed
f round logs.  The floor freming of the west room 1s logs about
"to & inches in diameter, fTlattened on the upper side, znd placed
27 inches on centers. The floor framing of the center room

3 by 6 joists, sswn, appearing to be material installed in

1908 restoration. The floor framing of the east room was

not visible. The roof framing of the center 2nd east paris

was jolsts set at azbout two Teet on centers znd of materizl

zbout 3 inches square, according to zppearance. leasurements -
were not taken here. ' ' ‘ _ '

9. Porches, stoops, bulkheads, etc? DNone. Cellar zaccess stair

in hatchway accesszible from’the exterior has stone wal?s that

do not bond with the foundatlon WPllao e :

TN AIO el
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10, Chimﬁéjs. Brick for. the fireplzée, galvenized steel for the

warm—alr furnace. - . ;

11. Doorways 2nd doors: -The north doors sre vertical planks with

battens on the interior:  the: cenuerwropm door is one inch thick,
3% inches wide and 68 inches high; the east room door is simi-
lar in construction and is 32 inches wide znd 77% inches high,

‘The two doors on the south wall have disgonal bozrds on the

exterior, but thelr interiors resemble the north doors.

12. Windows aznd smutters: The two windows in the stone walls are

spanned by stone lintels. In the center and the east rooms, the
windows zre sash, 6/6. In the west room there are 9/6 szsh in
the two stone walls znd a small casement window in the wooden
wall on the north side. A%t z11 windows there are solid shuiters

-0f vertical bozrds with horizontal battens,. mounted with strap

hinges-on pintles. A , L
13. Roof shane, covering: The roof is one simple gable in shape

~and is covered with grey slates.

1%, Cornice, eaves: There is only a sllgnp projection at the -
eaves, wnich zre formed by =z simple wooden nolul g whose Tform,
from the top down, 1is an ovolo, fillet, and cave be; 1, €4y - -
convexX curve, =z narrow iilst bznd, and a concave curve, :

p)

15. Dormers, Cupolas, Towers: Hone.

iy : , ,
1 4 t oor consists simply of three rooms
in line, on zn ezs tuwest ax

1 .

e

£1
= is. The floor of the west room is
3" -+lower than that of the center room, and the FTloor of +the
26T room is 19® lower. The fireplaae is centered on the east
vall of the center room,

There 1s 2n a2ttlic spzce abov zne ezst room, and there 1is
wmore headroom in this part of the zttic then elsewhere bacause
the celling of trhe flrst-floor ess t room is 31 inches lovier than
the centar-room celling. :

There is a cellar excavated under the wesl room, and its
space connmcbs Wltn the shallow excavated space under the center
rocm because there l1s no stone foundatlon under the west wall of

the center roon,. The CELla” hes = dirt [loor.

2. Stairways: There 1s z very stnep ships lsdder enclosed ag
Bnessouth s1de of the “1rﬁplace 1nﬁd Hgﬁp S5, L00m., ?ne 5N1ps
lzdder ascends about six feet, bheﬂ, gre are normal treads that

-complete the stalrway to the attic,
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. center room, mainted.,

3. Flooring: In the west and center rooms the flogfipg is_rgndom-
width pine planks, 12} inches at the widest and fititing tightly.
In the ezst room the flooring is siniler pine boards, but they
are of uniform width here, about 8 3/L inches, znd do not it
o5 well. All zre nailed, with the nz2il heads quite visible,

L, Wall and ceiling finisgh:. .:Center room: Pldster wzlls with 2
36-inch high wainscot of 13%3-inch wide boards running horizon-
tally and bzaded. There is a recianguler cap molding, molded
he lower side only. The celling is of planks, 13z inches

I
av b

wide with beaded edges, stained brown. = The wainscol is’ painted = -

brown. There is no wainscot on the fireplace wall.

Yest room: Plaster walls, beaded plank ceiling like the - . o7
The east wall of the room, however, 'is i

formed of horizontal planks, like those on the exterior.of the -

building, pzinted. Chalr rail.
fon ]

Ezs% room: Plaster walls, chair rzil. Ceiling is formed

.. of the floor planks of the attic zbove, supporied on.floor

veamshoaced about 40 inches apsrt,

© 5% incnes sguare, but some are rectangulaer in cross section,-

Atte. over east room : Boardsard batiens on wadls and c€ilirg- _
5, Doorways and doors: The door between the cenier and west rooms
is three vertical planks, 3/4 inches thick, with two horizortzl
bettens. Door and window trim is flat with an outer molding.

5. Specizl dacorative features, trim, znd cabinet work: The base-

boprds, whic@%re'found in the east zné wesi rooms, have z bead . .-
2t the top corner and are about & inches blgh. Irn she west room
there is 2 peg rail on the souin wall behind the door, znd there
ig evidencs of five pegs having bessn fastened into 1t. "There are
deep reveals faced with wood =zt thefiindows of the eact,and wesh
rooms. The windows in the center room zre set near the interior
the wall, The fireplace menielplecs is simple, of wood;
€ rth '

the fireplace 1itself is now plastered, and th
o ,_,) hd 1 - . - . '

S
3

he

L
»

>

o

R
it
=y

5 0

3 “ Z ke
DRINT2G Dricds

7. Noteble hardwzre: Strap hinges for most of the doors. Some
numblatches, ' o

cF o3

8. lechznical equipment: lodern forced-warm-air furnace, elec-
tric wiring, toilet in cellar. - . :

Itost of the bezmz are zvout -
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Site =znd sursroundings:

Generzl setting: The long sidesof the building face north =nd
south. The building is at the northeast corner of Cork St.
(which runs eazst znd west) and South Braddock Street. .
Historic landscazpe design: None. The building is at the south-
vest corner of the site, and the rest of the site has been devoted
t0 a park. In the park is a monument of z small cannon mounted
on a stone pedestzl, on which there is =z plague inscribed as
follows: "This monument marlks the trall takeh by the army of
General Braddock, which left Alexendria April 9, 1755, to -
Gefend the western frontier against the French and Indians.” -

_ There are several outcroppings of limestone on The site,
and the center and east portions of the bullding are bullt over
some of these outcroppings.

Qutbuildings: None.

Prepared by: S _ e Ce

'Wesiéy Ivan;Shank,:project;historian,“Augustr19?20 :
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_PREHMISTORIC  __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  ._COMMUNITY PLANNING  __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION .

__1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSEAVATION C L _Aw __SCIENCE
- w~1500-1599 —~AGRICULTURE y __ECONOMICS ! ‘_LITERATU HE_ .. ) —SCULPTURE

-_1600-1699 _NARCHITECTURE = __EDUCATION ‘ XMIUTARY ' — SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

X 1700-1799 —_ART ’ " _ENGINEERING _MUSIC —THEATER

¥ 1800-1892 —_COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT . __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION

1900 __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT KLotHER (SPECIFY)

' : __INVENTION ' Historic Preserva-
tion
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The distinctive log and stone building commonly known as Washington's Headquarters is one
of the oldest buildings in Virginia's most northerly city and has come to be regarded as
a symbol representing Winchester's connections with the French and Indian War. The
center portion of the house was most likely standing in 1764 when Thomas Rutherford was
recorded as living on lot 12 of the James Wood Addition, the lot om which the existing
house stands. Persistent local tradition has it that the center portion, of hewn plank
construction, was occupled by George Washington as an office during the years 1749-1752
while he was employed as a surveyor for Thomas Lord Fairfax. An equally strong tradition
is that Washington used the building as a headguarters in 1756-1757 while supervising the
construction of Fort Loudoun, located at the north edge of the settlement., Young Colonel
Washington was divected to build this fortification as part of. a projected chain of
defense works guarding the frontier against the French and Indians following the defeat

- of General Braddock.

These traditions prompted the city to purchase the building in 1908 in order to preserve
it as an historic shrime. Subsequent research has shown that it is unlikely that Washing-
ton would have occupled a building in Winchester while surveying for Lord Fairfax. - Win-
chester historian Garland R, Quarles, however, points out in his publication Georze Wash-
ington and Winchester, Virginia 1748-1758 that it is reasonable to assume that Washington

could have used the building as his military headquarters.. . In support of the tradition,

Quarles states several facts showing that its location would have been geographically

ideal for such a use. '"(1) There was a war prisoners' stockade called 'Fort George' on
the hill back of the Braddock Street Church; (2) the drill ground was on the level area
north of the headgquarters; (3) Coclonel Washington lived in quarters on the site of the

Kurtz building which-he rented from William Cock; (4) the military hospital was on Loudoun |

Street south of the Kurtz house."

The purchase of the building by the city of Winchester represents an early interest of a
small municipality becoming involved in historic preservation. It also is evidence of the
intense patriotism engendered by any site associated wich George Washington during the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth century. While Washington's connections with
the house cannot be documented, the venerable structure remains an architectural focal
point representing Winchester's early history as well as Washington's activities in

the area. Since its acquisition by the city, the building has housed a local history

IS @t .

The picturesqué dwelling acquired its alternate name--the Adam Kurtz House--when Thomas

Rutherford sold it to that individual in 1778. Adam Kurtz served as a member of Captain

Daniel Morgan's Company of Riflemen at Quebec, Canada, in 1775-1776, and was taken

prisoner. The house remained in the family until it was purchased by the city. It was

the Kurtz family that was largely responsible for maintaining the belief that the house
(see continuation sheet #8)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

was used by Washington .as a surveying office, The origin of the tradition that
the house served as Washington's headquarters is uncertain.

In addition to its historical associations, the Kurtz House is significant archi-
tecturally as an example of Valley vermacular building, particularly as an early
example of a non-agrarian form. It is not known when the original core received
its stone and log additions, The stone section is likely of eighteenth-~century
origin whereas the log section appears to be of early nineteenth-century construc-
tion.

CL
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